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**xxx Excerpt from Letters From the Shores of the Baltic Of all the pleasures and luxuries which the blessings of modern peace have brought in their
train, none are more universally desired, pursued, attained, and abused than those of travelling. Of all the varying motives which impel the actions
of mankind, at this or any time, none are so multifarious, so relative, so contradictory, and so specious as those of travelling. The young and ardent,
borne on the wings of hope; the listless and vapid, pushed forward on the mere dancing wire of fashion; the restless and disappointed, urged
onward by the perpetual spur of excitement, - all bring a different worship to the same idol. If there be good angels watching our movements from
above, gazing, as the deaf, on the busy dance of life, and insensible to the jarring tones which impel it, how utterly incomprehensible must those
inducements appear to them which drive tens of thousands annually from their native shores, to seek enjoyments which at home they would not
have extended a hand to grasp, to encounter discomforts which at home would have been shunned as positive misfortunes, to withhold their
substance where it ill can be spared, to spend it where it were better away, which lead individuals voluntarily to forsake all they can best love and
trust, to follow a phantom, to double the chances of misfortune, or at best but to create to themselves a new home to leave it again, in sorrow and
heaviness of heart, like the old one! But such is human nature, seldom enjoying a good but in anticipation, seldom prizing happiness till it is gone;
and...
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