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***** Netting is a handicraft, so ancient that it would be difficult to trace it to its origin, or determine the date of its invention. There is evidence to
show that the making of nets for fishing and game catching was as familiar to the earlier races of mankind as it is to us. Practised in the first
instance for the wants of life, it by degrees developed into an art, in conjunction with embroidery, to which it was made to serve as a foundation.
The netting of every country, almost, has a distinctive character of its own: that of Persia is known by its fine silken meshes and rich gold and silver
embroidery; that of Italy, by the varied size and shape of its meshes and a resemblance in the style of its embroidery to the Punto tagliato; whilst the
netting of France, known by the name of Cluny guipure, consists of a groundwork of fine meshes with stiff close designs embroidered upon it,
outlined in coarse glazed thread.
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