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Poems and Essays Matthew Arnold was a fine critic, but, like many modern critics, he sometimes allowed the dislike of mysticism to lead him merely
into mystification. And he never said a sillier thing, I may respectfully remark, than when he said that Wordsworth was fanciful in recalling the love
of Nature in childhood, because a man s best appreciation of Nature comes when he is about thirty. This may be true of him considered as a
landscape painter or a landscape gardener, but Wordsworth was thinking of something much deeper and more divine than any such technical
judgments. It was something expressed even better than by Wordsworth, I think, in a very marvellous poem by Traherne about the white light
shining on all things in infancy. If we are to have the records of childhood it is well that this, which is the best of childhood, should be recorded; and
there are a few who, passing from childhood to youth, are able to record it. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands
of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases,
an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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