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M. G. 151.s brought his very successful period of office as President of the Chamber of Mines to a close (n Thursday with an address of unusual
interest and importance. The address is sufficiently voluminous to fill half an issue of this journal, and our readers must be content with a sum mary
and indication from us of its leading points. A dozen articles might more easily be written than one on the matters discussed by Mr. Elkan, and their
very number and variety afford an excellent illustration of the innumerable ways in which the mining industry affects the well being of the country.
The speech was enriched with manv exclusive and first-hand statistics; with some statesmanlike Opinions on the outstanding problems of the
industry, and with several valuable practical suggestions, of which more is certain to be heard. Naturally the President of the Cham ber is in a
position to collect and publish the most striking and informative statistics regarding the industry, and some of these may be here strung together
from various portions of his address. Thus it is most satisfactory to learn that the death-rate for native employes fell from per thou sand per annum
in 1911 to in 1912. In 1912, natives were supplied by the Witwatersrand Native Labour Association and independent recruiters, and the native labour
position is more satisfactory than it has been for many years. Stores consumed by the mines in 1912 were valued at European salaries called for and
native wages Rockdrills have increased in number from...
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