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***** In the extreme northwestern corner of South Vietnam there stands a monument to the free world. Unlike those which commemorate the
victories of past wars, this one was not built on marble or bronze but the sacrifices of men who fought and died at a remote outpost to halt the
spread of Communism. This is the story of those men--the defenders of Khe Sanh--and the epic 77-day struggle which not only denied the North
Vietnamese Army a much needed victory but reaffirmed to the world the intention of the United States to hold the line in Southeast Asia. In addition
to having been a contest of men and machines, this was the test of a nation s will. As a history, this work is not intended to prove any point, but
rather to record objectively the series of events which came to be called the Battle of Khe Sanh. These events spanned a period from April 1967 to
April 1968. The rationale for the buildup along the Demilitarized Zone and the commitment to hold the small garrison is presented as a logical
extension of the three-pronged strategy then employed throughout | Corps and the rest of South Vietnam; this balanced campaign included
pacification programs, counterguerrilla activity, and large unit offensive sweeps. Although isolated, the Khe Sanh Combat Base was a vital link in
the northern defenses which screened the Allied counterinsurgency efforts in the densely populated coastal plains from invasion by regular divisions
from North Vietnam. By obstructing this attempted invasion, American and South Vietnamese forces at Khe Sanh provided a shield for their
contemporaries who were waging a war for the hearts and minds of the people...
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