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***** It has become a reality, dear Harry. | feel very strange-a curious sensation in the throat, just as if | was going to cry, and yet it is exactly what |
have been longing for. You know better than any one how | had set my heart on going to sea, and yet | thought that | should never manage it. But,
after all, here | am, really and truly a midshipman; at least a volunteer of the first class, as we are called now. The first time | put on my uniform,
with my gold-band cap and dirk, | could not help every now and then looking at the gold lace on my collar and the buttons with the anchor and
crown, and very pretty and nice they looked; and | do believe that this half-reconciled poor mamma, and Fanny, and Mary, and dear little Emily to
my going when they saw me with them on. I ll tell you how it all happened. Uncle Tom came to stay with us. He had been at the Hall a week when,
the very day before | was to go back to school, while we were all at breakfast, he got a long official-looking letter. No sooner had he torn it open and
glanced at its contents, than he jumped up and shook papa by the hand, then kissed mamma, exclaiming, They do acknowledge my services, and in
a handsome way too, and they have appointed me to the Juno intended for the South American station; the very ship | should have chosen! | must
have Pringle with me.
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